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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. seeks an aquatic ecologist to perform taxonomic identifications 
of macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, zebra mussel veligers, aquatic macrophytes, and provide consulting 
services to interpret the data.  The applicant must have experience in macroinvertebrate identification to 
genus level.  Zooplankton, zebra mussel veligers and aquatic macrophyte identification can be learned 
on the job.  This is a full-time permanent year-round position where we would like an individual to 
begin as soon as possible. 
 
RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. is located in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. Detroit Lakes is a city at 
the center of  “lake’s county” in northern Minnesota with a resident population of approximately 8,500 
people that swells in the summer as a tourist destination and place of summer fun for people with lake 
homes that travel from nearby Fargo-Moorhead. More information about Detroit Lakes can be found at  
https://www.visitdetroitlakes.com.  
 
More information can be learned about RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. by visiting our webpage 
at www.rmbel.info .  
 
Please submit a cover letter that includes a description of your qualifications and how they meet the job 
description, an unofficial college transcript, three references, and a resume to Moriya Rufer at  
moriya.rufer@rmbel.info or by mail to the following address:  

 
Moriya Rufer 

RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. 
22796 County 6 

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
218-846-1465 
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Position Title: Aquatic Ecologist 
Start Date: As soon as possible 
Wages: Commensurate with experience 
Benefits: Health Insurance, Retirement (matching IRA) 
Position Type: Permanent, Full-time, year-round 
 
Responsibilities: Individual will process, identify, and enumerate macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, and zebra 
mussel veligers from preserved freshwater samples and live macrophytes in the field as part of aquatic plant 
surveys.  During the summers, this may require travel and long days in the field.  During some periods of the year, 
this may require long days at the microscope.  Winter work will also consist of consulting projects including data 
analysis, statistics and visual representation and interpretation of water quality data. 

Preferred Qualifications:  
 Masters degree in a biology related discipline with some course work in aquatic ecology (transcript required) 

or equivalent 2 years experience in macroinvertebrate identification to genus level. 
 Interest in working in applied science (not research) 
 Ability to use taxonomic keys 
 Ability to drive a truck with trailer. 
 Ability to launch and trailer boats from lake access points 
 Ability to drive boats on lake and perform plant surveys (training will be provided) 
 Society of Freshwater Science (SFS) macroinvertebrate taxonomy certification or ability or demonstrated 

aptitude to become certified to learn to identify macroinvertebrates to genus level 
 Ability or demonstrated aptitude to learn to identify aquatic macrophytes to genus level  
 Ability or demonstrated aptitude to learn to identify zooplankton to genus level  
 Ability or demonstrated aptitude in GIS and r software programs 

 
 

AQUATIC ECOLOGIST – SEASONAL DUTIES 

January - April May - October November-December

1. Taxonomy for, 
macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, 
zebra mussel veligers 

1. Field services for plant surveys 
macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, algae, 
zebra mussel veligers 

1. Taxonomy for, 
macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, 
zebra mussel veligers 

2. Consulting 
2. Taxonomy for plant surveys, 
macroinvertebrates, zooplankton, zebra 
mussel veligers 

2. Consulting 
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Aquatic Ecologist 
Detailed Position Description 

 
1. Biolab Coordination (10%) 

a. Track and document all biolab samples 
b. Check samples into LIMS 
c. Generate biolab reports, data entry 
d. Order/manage supplies 
e. Support and coordination of other taxonomists on staff 

2. Invertebrate Taxonomy (50%) 
a. Identify and enumerate macronivertebrates to genus level 
b. Become certified by the Society of Freshwater Science 
c. Identify and enumerate zebra mussel veligers 
d. Identify and enumerate zooplankton to class/order or genus 

3. Aquatic Plant Surveys (10%) 
a. Lead a team to conduct aquatic plant surveys on lakes to document curly-leaf pondweed for 

treatment (May-June), and document native species and other AIS (July-August) 
4. Consulting (30%) 

a. Collect, analyze, and visually prepare data, write reports for surface water clients 
b. Use GIS and r software programs 

 
 
 
 

AQUATIC ECOLOGIST - Estimated Annual Time Allocation 

 
 
 


